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DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY

Among all of the elements of
devotion to The Divine Mercy
requested by our Lord through St.
Maria Faustina Kowalska, the
Feast of Mercy holds first place.
The Lord's will with regard to its
establishment was already made
known in His first revelation to the
saint, as recorded in herDiary. In
all, there were 14 revelations
concerning the desired feast.

Our Lord's explicit desire is that
this feast be celebrated on the first

Sunday after Easter. This Sunday is
designated in "The Liturgy of the
Hours and the Celebration of the
Eucharist” as the "Octave Day of
Easter.” It was officially called
the Second Sunday of Easter after
the liturgical reform of Vatican II.
Now, by the Decree of the
Congregation for Divine Worship
and the Discipline of the
Sacraments, the name of this
liturgical day has been changed to:
"Second Sunday of Easter, or
Divine Mercy Sunday."

‘Now On Throughout the
Church’

Pope John Paul Il made the surprise
announcement of this change in his
homily at the canonization of St.
Faustina on April 30, 2000. There,
he declared: "It is important then
that we accept the whole message
that comes to us from the word of
God on this Second Sunday of
Easter, which from now on
throughout the Church, will be
called ‘Divine Mercy Sunday.'"
By the words "the whole message,"
Pope John Paul Il was referring to
the connection between the "Easter
Mystery of the Redemption™ — in
other words, the suffering, death,
burial, resurrection, and ascension
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""For there are three ways
of performing an act of
mercy: the merciful word,
by forgiving and by
comforting; secondly, if
you can offer no word,
then pray - that too is
mercy; and thirdly, deeds
of mercy. And when the
Last Day comes, we shall
be judged from this, and
on this basis we shall
receive the eternal
verdict.”
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of Christ, followed by the sending
of the Holy Spirit — and this Feast
of Divine Mercy, the Octave Day
of Easter, which fulfills the grace
of atonement as lived through by
Christ Jesus and offered to all who
come to Him with trust.

The Importance of the Image
During his homily, John Paul also
made clear that the Image of The
Divine Mercy St. Faustina saw,
which is to be venerated on Divine
Mercy Sunday, represents the
Risen Christ bringing mercy to the
world (see Diary 49, 88, 299, 341,
570, 742). Pope John Paul Il said:
"Jesus shows His hands and His
side [to the Apostles]. He points,
that is, to the wounds of the
Passion, especially the wound in
His Heart, the source from which
flows the great wave of mercy
poured out on humanity.

"From that Heart, Sr. Faustina
Kowalska, the blessed whom from
now on we will call a saint, will see
two rays of light shining from that
Heart and illuminating the world:
‘The two rays,” Jesus Himself
explained to her one day,
‘represent blood and water'
(Diary, 299).

"Blood and water! We
immediately think of the testimony
given by the Evangelist John, who,
when a soldier on Calvary pierced
Christ's side with his spear, sees
blood and water flowing from it
(see Jn 19:34). Moreover, if the
blood recalls the sacrifice of the
cross and the gift of the Eucharist,
the water, in Johannine symbolism,
represents not only Baptism but
also the gift of the Holy Spirit" (see
Jn 3:5; 4:14; 7:37-39).

The Meaning of the Day

Clearly, Divine Mercy Sunday is
not a new feast established to
celebrate St. Faustina's revelations.
Indeed, it is not primarily about St.
Faustina at all — nor is it altogether

a new feast! As many
commentators have pointed out,
The Second Sunday of Easter was
already a solemnity as the Octave
Day of Easter; nevertheless, the
title "Divine Mercy Sunday" does
highlight and amplify the meaning
of the day. In this way, it recovers
an ancient liturgical tradition,
reflected in a teaching attributed to
St. Augustine about the Easter
Octave, which he called "the days
of mercy and pardon,” and the

Octave Day itself "the
compendium of the days of
mercy."

Liturgically the Easter Octave

has always been centered on the
theme of Divine Mercy and
forgiveness. Divine Mercy Sunday,
therefore, point us to the merciful
love of God that lies behind the
whole Paschal Mystery — the
whole mystery of the death, burial
and resurrection of Christ — made
present for us in the Eucharist. In
this way, it also sums up the whole
Easter Octave. As Pope John Paul
Il pointed out in his Regina
Caeli address on Divine Mercy
Sunday, 1995: "the whole octave of
Easter is like a single day," and the
Octave Sunday is meant to be the
day of "thanksgiving for the
goodness God has shown to man in
the whole Easter mystery."

Given the liturgical
appropriateness of the title "Divine
Mercy Sunday" for the Octave Day
of Easter, therefore, the Holy See
did not give this title to the Second
Sunday of Easter merely as an
"option," for those dioceses who
happen to like that sort of thing!
Rather, the decree issued on May 5,
2000, by the Sacred Congregation
for Divine Worship and The
Discipline of the Sacraments
clearly states: "the Supreme Pontiff
John Paul Il has graciously
determined that in the Roman

Missal, after the title Second
Sunday of Easter, there shall
henceforth be added the

appellation ‘or [that is] Divine
Mercy Sunday'...".

Divine Mercy Sunday, therefore, is
not an optional title  for this
solemnity; rather, Divine Mercy is
the integral name for this Feast
Day. In a similar way, the Octave
Day of the Nativity of Our Lord
was named by the Church "The
Feast of the Mother of God."
http://www.divinemercysunday.co
m/mercy_sunday.htm

Prayer for Spiritual
Communion
O Divine Ocean of Mercy and
Compassion, be with us in our
time of trial and difficulties.
Today | make an act of
spiritual communion with you,
the Life-Giving Trinity, Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. At this
time, | am not able to receive
the sacred body and blood of
my Lord, God and Savior Jesus
Christ, but I choose to live in
union with him and in the
unity of the Holy Spirit. | offer
my day, my daily life, my joys
and sorrows to you, for those
around me, and for the whole
world. Be with us O life-giving
Triune God, for we know that
nothing in this world has
power over us. O Lover of all
people, have mercy on us and
on the whole world.

SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION

(CONFESSION)
Please know that confession is
available before liturgies. You may
also call to set up an appointment.



LITURGY INTENTIONS

Saturday, April 18, @ 5:00 PM,
liturgy is being offered for the
deceased members of the
MacAllister ~and  Maslanka
families and for Nancy Calder
requested by Subdeacon Joseph

Abraham and CarolAnn
Maslanka. May their souls rest in
peace.

Sunday, April 19, @ 10:30 PM,
(New Sunday) liturgy is being
offered for the souls of Edward
and Bertha Baroody requested by
Gaby and Amal Baroody and
family. May their souls rest in
peace.

Saturday, April 25, @ 5:00 PM,
liturgy is being offered for the
souls of Herve and Yvette
LeBlanc and Joseph and Marie
Kenyon requested by Mike and
Diane LeBlanc. May their souls
rest in peace.

Sunday, April 12, @ 10:30 AM,
liturgy is being offered for the
souls of Fred Thomas, Joao and
Fernanda Baptista, Mena
Carvalho and Edigio Baptista
requested by Fernanda Thomas.
May their souls rest in peace.

WINE AND HOST

OFFERINGS

This month of April, the wine and
bread offerings are in memory of
Joseph and Louise Dupre by their
family. May their souls rest in
peace.

Anyone who would like to give an
offering in memory of a loved one or
for a special intention for the month
of October, please see Fr. Vincent.
The cost for the month is $75.00,
which covers the cost of the
communion bread and wine. Thank
you and God bless.
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PLEASE REMEMBER
THAT ALL LITURGIES
WILL BE AVIALABLE
THROUGH ZOOM.
PLEASE SEE THE
SCHEDULE BELOW. I
WILL SEND AN
INVITATION FOR EACH
SERVICE. | WILL ALSO

SEND THE TEXT FOR
EACH LITURGY SO THAT
YOU MAY PARTICIPATE
AT HOME.

ALSO PLEASE BE SURE
YOU PLACE YOUR PHONE
OR COMPUTER ON MUTE
ONCE YOU LOG INTO THE
SERVICE.

ANNUAL BISHOPS

CHARITY APPEAL

Each year the Eparchy of St.
Maron of Brooklyn appeals to
each parish for the annual
Bishops Charity Appeal. The
money is divided as follows: 30%
for priests’ retirement, 25% go
towards the seminarian’s
education and boarding, 15%
goes toward our endowment fund,
15% goes to Patriarchal liturgical
commission and texts, and 15%
goes to Lebanon. Each parish in
the eparchy is asked to send an
amount based on the size of the
parish and the ability to raise this
money for these much-needed
programs. OLOP Church must
raise $3,500.00 from February
24-April 10, 2020. All of you
have been very generous in the
past and | am confident we will
raise the amount requested. Thus
far we have collected $1,163.00
toward that amount. | thank you
for your continued generosity for
this worthy cause.



IN OUR PRAYERS
Fernanda Thomas, Hiam Cheiab,
Leo Roderick, Anthony (Tommy)
Thomas, Rose John, Theresa
John, Laurette BouRamia, Annie
Peter, Jeannie Francis, Mariam
David, Norma Thomas, Zita
Drouin, Lucienne Rodrigues, Ed
DaRocha, Edmond Salameh, and
Alice Daher. If anyone is
missing from this list please
contact the Church office.

www.duprecontractors.com

Counseling
ASSOCIATES\/,,
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BLUESTONE = FIELDSTONE » COBBLESTONE

WEEKLY COLLECTION

FOR
April 11-12,2020

Sunday Collection $4,680.00

Easter Flower Donation$ 100.00
Altar Wine and Hosts $ 100.00
Bishop’s Appeal $
Total:

50.00
$4,930.00
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Handicap Access
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR
KINDNESS AND
GENEROSITY BY SENDING
IN YOUR WEELY
COLLECTIONS VIA MAIL.
THIS HAS BEEN VERY
HELPFUL FOR THE
CHURCH. GOD BLESS YOU
AND YOUR FAMILY.
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Rua’s West End Plzzerla

We're In Your Neighborhood
Corner of 196 Shawmut Ave. & Durfee St., New Bedford
We Deliver In A West End & Central New Bedlord Arens

$1.00 OFF ANY SIZE PIZZA WITH COUPON

SUBS * PIZZA
DINNER PLATES * SPAGHETTI
SALADS * BEVERAGES
Now Just Arownd the Corner 2nd 3 Phone Call Away!
996-6774  996-6775
Open Daily 11:00am to 10:00pm

¢ Carpets & Upholstery

¢ Commercial/ Residential Cleaning

@ Smoke/Water Damage

¢ Washing/Waxing/Stipping Floors
Call the company you've counted

on for years - carL Cycrone!
Anthony David * (508) 9958816
833 Mount Pleasant St. » New Bedford, MA 02745

www.CycloneCleaning.com
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ENERGY

465 N. Front St.
New Bedford, MA
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dhmoil@outlook.com
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Dr. Raed Yazbeck
Dr. Vivianne Khalife-Yazbeck
140 Dartmouth St.,
New Bedford, MA 02740
Tel: 508-717-0554

www.advanceddentalspa.net




