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UNITED IN PRAYER
What a surreal two weeks it has
been for the world. We have
experienced so many different
emotions; fear, frustration,
anxiety, worry, and isolation,
just to name a few. But we
must not forget the most
Important emotion that we and
many in the world have relied
on and have strengthened more
than ever---our faith in Jesus
Christ.

Christians all over the world
have united in prayer. People of
different faiths have united in
prayer. With Churches unable
to accept the faithful for the
wellbeing of everyone we have,
perhaps more fervently, turned
to a deeper relationship with
God. And in an unrehearsed
way, we have drawn closer to
Jesus.

Even though Jesus knows our
fears, concerns, cries, and tears,
He draws us in His loving arms
to comfort us and to reassure us
He has not abandoned us. He
shows we are not abandoned by
putting people in our lives who
are there to help us, support us,
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and comfort us. He shows we
are not abandoned by helping
us believe that we can unite
behind a cause that we find
ourselves in as one people. He
shows we are not abandoned by
the love and concern we have,
not only for ourselves, but for
people who suffer around the
world. He shows we are not
abandoned when we realize
that no matter what nation,
race, or religion, we can unite
together as one with faith, hope
and love.

“No one has greater love than
this, to lay down one’s life for
one’s friends.”

The good that has come out of
this tragic Pandemic is that we
know Jesus will never abandon
us and that through all of this,
people from across the world
have become friends. May we
know Jesus’ love for us. May
we always know He will never
abandon us. May we continue
to pray fervently so that we
may always feel His loving
embrace—Ietting us know we

are His.

BLIND MAN
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March 28-29, 2020

QUOTE OF
THE WEEK

“Extend your mercy
towards others, so that
there can be no one in

need whom you meet

without helping. For
what hope is there for us
iIf God should withdraw

His Mercy from us?”
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Fr. Vincent Farhat, Pastor | Rev. Mr. Jean Mattar, Deacon | Joseph Abraham, Sub-deacon

Address: 11 Franklin Street, New Bedford, MA 02740

Office: 508-996-8934| Fax: 508-996-8934| Evening Emergency Number: 561-371-5316 | Website: www.ourladyofpurgatory.org
Email: ourladyofpurgatory@verizon.net | Facebook Page: Our Lady of Purgatory Catholic Church - Maronite Rite

OFFICE HOURS: The Church office will be open Monday through Thursday from 10:00 am until 3:00 pm.



FOOTPRINTS
One night a man had a dream.
He dreamed He was walking
along the beach with the
LORD. Across the sky flashed
scenes from His life. For each
scene He noticed two sets of
footprints in the sand. One
belonging to Him and the other
to the LORD.
When the last scene of His life
flashed before Him, he looked
back at the footprints in the
sand. He noticed that many
times along the path of His life
there was only one set of
footprints. He also noticed that
it happened at the very lowest
and saddest times of His life.
This really bothered Him and
He questioned the LORD about
it. LORD you said that once |
decided to follow you, you'd
walk with me all the way. But |
have noticed that during the
most troublesome times in my
life there is only one set of
footprints. | don't understand
why when | needed you most
you would leave me.
The LORD replied, my
precious, precious child, | Love
you and | would never leave
you! During your times of trial
and suffering when you see
only one set of footprints, it
was then that | carried you.
http://www.wowzone.com/fprin
ts.htm
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LITURGY INTENTIONS

Saturday, March 28, @ 5:00
PM, liturgy is being offered for
the soul of Lawrence
MacAllister  requested by
Subdeacon Joe Abraham and
Carol Ann Maslanka. May his
soul rest in peace.
Sunday, March 29, @ 10:30
AM, (Feast of St. Cyril of
Baalbek) liturgy is being
offered for the souls of John
and Theresa Saba requested by
George Saba. May their souls
rest in peace.

Saturday, April 4, @ 5:00
PM, (Saturday of the Raising
of Lazarus) liturgy is being
offered for the souls of Michel
and Anna Magaletta, Sr.,
Michele Jr., and Baldassare
Magaletta requested by Joann,
Anthony, and Lorraine David.
May their souls rest in peace.
Sunday, April 5, @ 10:30 PM,
(Palm Sunday) liturgy is being
offered for the soul of Youssef
Chedid requested by his family.
May his soul rest in peace.

IN OUR PRAYERS
Fernanda  Thomas, Hiam
Cheiab, Leo Roderick,

Anthony (Tommy) Thomas,
Rose John, Theresa John,
Laurette BouRamia, Annie
Peter, Jeannie Francis, Mariam
David, Norma Thomas, Zita
Drouin, Lucienne Rodrigues,
Ed DaRocha, Edmond
Salameh, and Alice Daher. If
anyone is missing from this list
please contact the Church
office.

Prayer for Spiritual
Communion
O Divine Ocean of Mercy
and Compassion, be with us
in our time of trial and
difficulties. Today | make an
act of spiritual communion
with you, the Life-Giving
Trinity, Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. At this time, |
am not able to receive the
sacred body and blood of my
Lord, God and Savior Jesus
Christ, but I choose to live in
union with him and in the
unity of the Holy Spirit. |
offer my day, my daily life,
my joys and sorrows to you,
for those around me, and for
the whole world. Be with us
O life-giving Triune God, for
we know that nothing in this
world has power over us. O
Lover of all people, have
mercy on us and on the
whole world.

WINE AND HOST
OFFERINGS

This month of April, the wine
and bread offerings are in
memory of Boutros BouRamia
and Milad Chedid by Hyatt
Thomas and family. May their
souls rest in peace.

Anyone who would like to give
an offering in memory of a
loved one or for a special
intention for the month of
September, please see Fr.
Vincent. The cost for the
month is $75.00, which covers
the cost of the communion
bread and wine. Thank you and
God bless.

ANNUAL BISHOPS
CHARITY APPEAL
Each year the Eparchy of St.
Maron of Brooklyn appeals to
each parish for the annual
Bishops Charity Appeal. The
money is divided as follows:
30% for priests’ retirement, 25%
go towards the seminarian’s
education and boarding, 15%
goes toward our endowment
fund, 15% goes to Patriarchal
liturgical commission and texts,
and 15% goes to Lebanon. Each
parish in the eparchy is asked to
send an amount based on the size
of the parish and the ability to
raise this money for these much-
needed programs. OLOP
Church must raise $3,500.00
from February 24-April 10,
2020. All of you have been very
generous in the past and | am
confident we will raise the
amount requested. Thus far we
have collected $1,063.00 toward
that amount. | thank you for your
continued generosity for this

worthy cause.

SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION

(CONFESSION)
Please know that confession is
available before liturgies. You
may also call to set up an
appointment.

WEEKLY COLLECTION
FOR
March 21-22, 2020

Sunday Collection $ 414.00

Bishop’s Appeal $ 345.00
Donation $ 350.00
Total: $ ,109.00



SCHEDULE FOR GREAT WEEK OF LENT

Monday, April 6 | Coming to the Harbor, Divine Liturgy 7:00 PM
Tuesday, April 7 | Coming to the Harbor, Divine Liturgy 7:00 PM
Wednesday, April 8 | Rite of the Lamp, Divine Liturgy 7:00 PM
Thursday, April 9 | The Last Supper, Divine Liturgy 7;00 PM
Friday, April 10 | Signing of the Chalice, Service 11:00 AM
Friday, April 10 | Crucifixion of our Lord and Procession, Service 7:00 PM
Saturday, April 11 | Saturday of the Light Prayer service 10:00 AM
EASTER DIVINE LITURGIES

Saturday, April 11 | Easter Vigil 5:00 PM
Sunday, April 12 | Easter Divine Liturgy 10:30 AM
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